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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: MOPS, PEOR, SS, MR, MO, AG 

SUBJECT: SAHARA WATCH: GIRM PUBLICLY ACKNOWLEDGES ZOUERATE 
ATTACK THEN UNLEASHES PROPAGANDA CAMPAIGN 

REP: (A) NOUAKCHOTT 1026, (B) NOUAKCHOTT 1033 

1. IN FIRST MAJOR, MILITARY-RELATED PROPAGANDA DRIVE LAUNCHED 
BY MAURITANIANS SINCE JUNE 1976 ATTACK ON NOUAKCHOTT, GIRM- 
CONTROLLED PRESS AND RADIO ON MAY 5 INITIATED BITTER CONDEM- 
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NATION OF MAY 1 "ALGERIAN-SPONSORED" ATTACK ON ZOUERATE. QUOT- 
ING PRESIDENT OULD DADDAH IN SPEECH DELIVERED AT CLOSING 
OF THIRD NATIONAL COUNCIL MEETING, PRONT-PAGE ARTICLE IN "CHAAB", 
GOVERNMENT-CONTROLLED DAILY, CONDEMNS "AGGRESSION PERPETUATED 
BY MERCENARIES FROM ALGIERS AGAINST CITY OF ZOUERATE. 

PROVIDING PRELIMINARY RESULTS OP BATTLEFIELD FIGHTING, OULD DADDAH 
IS QUOTED AS STATING ATTACK LEFT TWO FRENCH AND THREE MAURITANIANS 
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DEA, ANOTHER 15 WOUNDED AND SIX ERENCH AND EOUR MAURITANIANS 
TAKEN HOSTAGE. PRESIDENT CONTINUED THAT GIRM FORCES WERE EOL- 
LOWING MERCENARIES IN TWO DIRECTIONS AND THAT, ALTHOUGH 
EINAL RESULTS OE LIGHTING WERE INCOMPLETE, HE COULD AN- 
NOUANCE THAT ENEMY LOSSES INCLUDED 15 VEHICLES DESTROYED 
(SEVEN OE WHICH INCLUDED THEIR OCCUPANTS), 10 ENEMY DEAD 
IN SUBSEQUENT SEARCH OE BATTLEEIELD AND ANOTHER 10 ENEMY 
GRAVES FOUND BY PURSUINGGIRM FORCES. 

2. BANNER HEADLINE IN "CHAAB" EOLLOWING DAY UPDATED MI- 
LITARY STATISTICS BASED ON DETAILED ACCOUNTING RECEIVED 
BY MAURITANIAN NATIONAL PRESS (PRESUMABLY EROM PRESIDEN- 
CY). ARTICLE STATES THAT INEORMATION CURRENTLY AVAILABLE 
INDICATES ENEMY LOSSES INCLUDED 50 DEAD AND 20 VEHICLES 
DESTROYED IN WAKE OE ZOUERATE ATTACK. ACCORDING TO "A 
CODED MESSAGE SENT BY THE MERCENARIES (WHO WERE) CLOSE 

T PANIC AND INTERCEPTED BY OUR VALIANT MILITARY AND 
SECURITY EORCES REVEALS THAT THE COLUMN OE MERCENARIES 
HAS AMONG ITS RANKS SEVERAL SERIOUSLY WOUNDED OEEICERS IN- 
CLUDING THE COLONEL WHO HAD LED THE OPERATION (AGAINST 
ZOUERATE)". CONDEMNLDG THIS ALGERIAN-BACKED AGGRESSION, 
"CHAAB" ARTICLE CONCLUDES THAT ATTACK " AGAINST PEACEEUL 
MINING CITY OF ZOUERATE PROVES ONCE AGAIN THE PEREIDIOUS 
AND CRIMINAL CHARACTER OE THE BANDS EROM ALGIERS WHOSE 
OBJECTIVES WERE MORE CIVILIAN THAN MILITARY". 

3. MAURITANIAN MEDIA INTENSIFIED ATTACKS MAY 9 WITH 
PRESIDENT OULD DADDAH TAKING BROADSIDE AT PRESIDENT 
BOUMEDIENNE AND EOREIGN MINISTER MOUKNASS CLAIMING IN 
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PRESS INTERVIEW THAT "THE MERCENARIES ARE LED BY OEEI- 
CERS OE THE ALGERIAN REGULAR ARMY". SCRUPULOUSLY AVIOD- 
ING ANY REFERENCE TO POLISARIO, PRESIDENT OULD DADDAH 
TOLD INTERNATIONAMCSS CONEERENCE THAT "ALGERIAN AG- 
GRESSION REINEORCES (OUR) DETERMINATION TO DEFEND (OUR) 
INTEGRITY". IN PERSONAL ATTACK AGAINST BOUMEDIENNE EOR 
HIS ABOUT-EACE ON SAHARA ISSUE, OULD DADDAH QUOTED 
EXERPT OP SPEECH ALLEGEDLY DELIVERED BY BOUMEDIENNE AT 
1974 ARAB LEAGUE SUMMIT IN RABAT IN WHICH LATTER STATED, 

"GIVEN THAT THE TWO STATES (MOROCCO AND MAURITANIA) HAVE 
FALLEN INTO AGREEMENT, ALGERIA CAN ONLY BLESS IT". DURING 
INTERVIEW WITH REUTERS CORRESPONDENT SAME DAY, FOREIGN 
MINISTER MOUKNASS DECLARED THAT "THE COLUMN OP MERCENARIES 
WAS COMMANDED BY ALGERIAN REGULAR ARMY OEEICERS". EOREIGN 
MINISTER EXPRESSED HIS APPRECIATION TO PRANCE AND STATED 
THAT "APTER THE INCIDENCES AT ZOUERATE (HE) WANTED TO 
UNDERLINE THE TOTAL AND PERPECT COOPERATION WHICH EXISTS 
BETWEEN (HIS) COUNTRY AND MOROCCO". FINAL MAY 9 ATTACK 
AGAINST BOUMEDIENNE CAME IN PORM OP PRONT-PAGE EDITIORIAL 
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IN "CHAAB", WRITTEN BY GIRM MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS MAMADOU ALASSANE BA, ENTITLED "NO 
TO BOUMEDIENNE". AFTER ACCUSING BOUMEDIENNE OF TRYING 
TO "COLONIZE" MAURITANIA, PROVIDING DETAILED EXPLANATION 
OF WHY BOUMEDIENNE CANNOT SUCCEED AND ASKING IF BOUME- 
DIENNE AHD NEVER LEARNED LESSONS OF HISTORY, BA SPECULATES 
THAT IF ALGERIA OF BOUMEDIENNE CANNOT UNDERSTAND IMPOSSI- 
BILITY OP STIPLING MAURITANIAN DETERMINATION, THE "MAYBE 
THE ALGERIA AFTER BOUMEDIENNE WILL UNDERSTAND IT". 

4. FOCUSING ON BILATERAL FRENCH/MAURITANIAN RELATIONS DU- 
RING MAY 8 PRESS CONFERENCE, PREXDENT OULD DADDAH SAID 
MAURITANIA HAD NO PLANS TO REQUEST FRENCH MILITARY PER- 
SONNEL. OULD DADDAH CLAIMED MAURITANIANS ALREADY HAD 
ARMY OF SUFFICIENT NUMBERS AND ARMS, "EVEN IP FOR US 

THE AFPAIR OF ZOUERATE WAS A DISAGREEABLE SURPRISE". 

NOTING CURRENT VISIT OP FRENCH MINISTER OF COOPERATION 
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GALLEY, OULD DADDAH SAID MAURITANIA LOOKED TO FRANCE PRI-0 RMGRILY IN 

TERMS OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. IN MILITARY 

SECTOR, FRENCH ALREADY PROVIDE INSTRUCTORS FOR MILITARY 

ACADEMY IN ATAR AND GIRM "BUYS MATEIEL AND ARMAMENTS 

FROM FRENCH MARKETS AS (THEY DO) FROM OTHER MARKETS". 

IN RESPONSE TO DIRECT QUESTION CONCERNING SIX FRENCH 
HOSTAGES TAKEN BY POLISARIO AT ZOUERATE, OULD DADDAH 
SAID FATE OF HOSTAGES HAD LED GIRM FORCES TO EXERCISE 
RESTRAINT IN ATTACKING "TRANSPORT VEHICLES" AMONG RETREATING 
MERCENARY COLUMN. PRESIDENT OULD DADDAH SAID HE BELIEVED 
IT WAS NECESSARY TO WAIT FOR HOSTAGES TO ARRIVE "EITHER 
IN ALGERIS OR IN ONE OP THE MERCENARY CAMPS TO HAVE A 
CHANCE OF RECOVERING THEM". 

5. COMMENT: WE BELIEVE GIRM FORCEFUL, ALBEIT BELATED, 

PUBLIC ATTACK AGAINST ZOUERATE ATTACK PORCE REFLECTS AT 
LEAST TWO FUNDAMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS: (A) AS WAS CASE 
DURING LAST JUNE ATTACK ON NOUAKCHOTT, DIRECT INVOLVEMENT 
OF FOREIGNERS RESIDENT IN MAURITANIA DURING ATTACK BROUGHT 
INCIDENT INTERNATIONAL PUBLICITY TO WHICH GIRM FELT 
COMPELLED TO RESPOND; AND (B) THAT PERHAPS EXAGGERATED 
CLAIMS MADE BY GIRM IN ITS UNACCUSTOMED ROLE AS COMPETI- 
TOR WITH POLISARIO POR INTERNATION HEADLINES ARE GOOD 
BAROMETER OF DEGREE GIRM WAS STUNG BY ZOUERATE ATTACK. 

WITH RUMORS OF ZOUERATE ATTACK ALREADY RAMPANT IN NOUAK- 
CHOTT BY MAY 2, WITH INTERNATIONAL PRESS COVERAGE OF 
ATTACK BEGINNING TO PILTER BACK TO MAURITANIAN CAPITAL 
SHORTLY THEREAFTER AND WITH POLISARIO BROADCASTS EMINA- 
TING FROM ALGIERS ALREADY BEAMING SDAR VERSION OF ZOUE- 
RATE ATTACK, GIRM REALLY HAD NO CHOICE BUT TO ADDRESS 
ISSUE HEAD ON. PUBLISHED STATEMENTS HAVE BEEN HARSH 
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AND UNCOMPROMISING AND HAVE BEEN PARTICULARLY CRITICAL 
OP AEGERIANS AND PRESIDENT BOUMEDIENNE. ALTHOUGH CERTAIN 
PORTIONS OP ABOVE GIRM ACCOUNTS (SUCH AS 50 POLISARIO 
DEAD) MAY WELL BE EXAGGERATIONS, WE ALSO DETECT A CER- 
TAIN UNEASINESS IN GIRM EPYLANATIONS OP HOW ATTACK 
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PORCE INPILTRATED, OCCUPIED AND SUCCESSPULLY RETREATED 
PROM CITY WHICH, BY GIRM STANDJDS AT LEAST, WAS HEAVI- 
LY GUARDED. 

FARLEY 
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